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India's response to the Tibetan affairs some heated electioneering in 
Singapore, Japan, New Zealand, and Malayas and binational talks involving 
US relations with Japan, the Philippines, and Nepal will highlight the Asian 
scene in May. No spectacularly new developments are anticipated, but some of 
the more interesting probabilities are noted below in this country-by-country 
alert list of impending developments which might lead to more than ordinary 
intelligence interest. The list does not pretend to be comprehensive (some 
potentially critical but chronic situations, for example, are slighted) nor 
is it predictive in the sense that these "probabilities" will necessarily 
materialize in an unusually significant way. The list is compiled primarily 
for the.purese of alerting INR briefing officers to possible events that” 
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might create conditions of more than routine significance. 


Japan. Conservative party victories in the April local elections, which 
greatly strengthened Premier Kishi's position, will help the conservatives in 
the Upper House elections on June 2. However, Upper House election procedures 
assure the Socialists a substantial number of seats, and no major change in 
the present 2/3 conservative-1/3 socialist ratio in the Upper House is anti- 
cipated, Kishi appears to have reconciled most differences among the conservas” 
tives on a new US-Japan Security treaty; the Government of Japan now seems 
confident that negotiations with the US can be completed in May, with the new 
treaty to be signed in June and ratified by the Diet next fall. Japanese-~ 
North Korean talks in Geneva about the repatriation of Koreans in Japan remain 
deadlocked, and negotiations may be broken off or suspended during the month. 
However, on the eve of elections the GOJ cannot lay itself open to charges of 
"sabotaging" repatriation, and there is a good chance that the Japanese, in 
an effort to reach a compromise agreement with the North Koreans, will soften 
their demands for impartial screening under supervision of the International 
Red Cross. If the talks are broken off the GOJ can be expected to explore 
other possible solutions, and may at least talk of taking the issue to the UN. 


Korea. Whether or not the Korean repatriation talks are broken off in 
Geneva, the undeviating position of the South Korean Government (ROK) regarding 
the delineation of fishing waters and the returm of captured Japanese fisher- 
men makes a resumption of Japan-ROK talks unlikely this month, Recent public 
statements by President Rhee expressing "people's impatience" with the dead- 
locked National Assembly, together with an April 30 announcement that a lead~ 
ing opposition paper has been ordered closed, suggest that the political lull 
in Korea mg be coming to an end, and that Rhee and the Liberal Party intend 
to step up the pressure on their political enemies. 
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Taiwanese The Government of the Republic of China (GRC) is concerned 
over a possible Chinese Communist attack on the offshore islands during May, 
either in conjunction with the Berlin question or in isolation, to test US 
"post-Dulles" policy. However, there has been no evidence to suggest that 
the Communists are planning to increase military activity significantly in 
the areas While deeply concemed over the Tibetan issue, the GRC is unlikely 
to raise the issue in the UN, although it may support measures initiated by 
other nations to do so. At the same time the GRO may strengthen the Chinese 
irregular forces in the Burma-Yunnan border area in order to provide refueling 
facilities for aircraft dropping supplies to the Tibetans and perhaps to 
make raids’ into Yunnan itself in order to satisfy demands "to do something" 
to help the Tibetans, The GRC is unlikely, however, to make an unequivocal 
statement regarding the "independence" of Tibet, and probably would not support 
any independent Tibetan regime which might be established. Internally, a mid~ 
May congress of the ruling Kuomintang (KM?) will direct itself to problems of 
party discipline, the KM?'s participation in government, and key policy 
questions currently confronting the GRC. The important deliberations will be 
secret, however, and not apt to be revealed publicly. 


The Philippines. The Bohlen-Serrano talks about revising the 197 
Military Bases Agreement are scheduled to be resumed after a month's recesso 
Both negotiating groups appear confident of resolving remaining differences. 
If the Garcia administration proves able to forestall ultranationalist 
maneuvers aimed at obstructing negotiations, the preliminary talks might 
possibly conclude successfully in May. 


New Zealand, A by-election occasioned by death of a National Party 
member will not affect the Labor Party's control (a narrow 2~seat margin) in 
Parliament, Both parties, however, will make a major effort for the single 
seat at stake, the Labor Party hoping to increase its margin and the National 
Party to hold the seat by an increased majority and thus demonstrate a trend 
away from Labor as suggested in recent Gallup polls. 


Australia, Negative. 


Indonesia. The Constituent Assembly will continue to discuss President 
Sukarno's proposal for a return to the Constitution of 1915, with all indica- 
tions pointing to a compromise that will include adoption of that constitution, 
with amendments. Rebel activity in Sumatra and Celebes is likely to grow 
slightly, although the rebel high command continues to be plagued by shortages 
of funds, weapons, and ammunition, Sukarno will visit the Soviet Union, 
Sweden and Latin America during the month. 


Federation of Malaya. Prime Minister Razak will visit Bangkok to discuss, 
among other things, the problem of communist guerrillas along the Malaya- 
Thailand border, and some further improvement in the lmergency situation may 
result. State elections, preliminary to the national elections in August, 
will begin at the end of the month, 
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